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SECRET VICTORIA 312 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, SE, US 

SUBJECT: SEYCHELLES COUP D'ETAT: DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION 

REF: A) STATE 130273 

B) STATE 129481 

C) VICTORIA 309 

1 . FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT OF DEGREE OF EFFECTIVE CONTROL PRESENTLY 
EXERCISED BY SEYCHELLES' REGIME HEADED BY FORMER PRIME MINISTER RENE. 

2. AT PRESENT, FORCES LOYAL TO RENE (COMPOSED STILL ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY 

OF ARMED CIVILIANS) EXERCISE EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER MAHE ISLAND WHERE 
90 PER CENT OF COUNTRY'S 60,000 PEOPLE LIVE. AS NOTED PREVIOUS 
REPORTING, WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON SECURITY SITUATION ON OTHER IS 
LANDS. MANCHAM'S SUPPORTERS ARE STILL STUNNED AND IN DISARRAY AND 
IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT SUCCESSFUL COUNTER COUP WOULD BE MOUNTED 
WITHOUT EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE. RENE'S REGIME REMAINS VIGILANT TO 
SUCH A POSSIBILITY BUT ITS FORCES ARE EXTREMELY THIN ON THE 
GROUND. VIRTUALLY ALL POLICEMEN HAVE AGREED TO SUPPORT REGIME. 
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CONSIDER THIS ACTION BY POLICEMEN MORE A SIGN OF FEAR OF DISCHARGE 
AND POSSIBLE RETRIBUTION THAN POLITICAL ORIENTATION. IN ANY EVENT, 

UNDERSTAND REGIME NOT PLANNING DISTRIBUTE ARMS TO THEM. 

3. EXPECT RENE WILL NOW MOVE METHODICALLY TO STRENGTHEN AND 
WIDEN HIS GRIP ON COUNTRY BUT PERIOD OF INSTABILITY INEVITABLE. 

ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITIES (I.E., SABOTAGE, ARSON) WOULD MOST 
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LIKELY BE CHARACTERIZED BY ISOLATED ACTIONS. BARRING FOREIGN 
INVOLVEMENT IN SUPPORT OF MANCHAM, BELIEVE REGIME (THOUGH NOT 
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS) HAS REASONABLE CLAIM TO PERMANEANCE. 

4. ABOVE ASSESSMENT BASED ON INFORMATION AND BASED ON IMPRESSIONS 
AVAILABLE ONLY TWO DAYS AFTER TAKE OVER AND IT MIGHT BE PRUDENT 
TO WAIT A LITTLE LONGER. ON OTHER HAND. DEPARTMENT MAY CONSIDER 
THAT STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF SEYCHELLES, USG INTERESTS AND 
DESIREABILITY TO ENTER QUICKLY INTO NORMAL RELATIONS WITH NEW 
GOVERNMENT DICTATE EARLY RECOGNITION. OBVIOUSLY LOCAL POSITION 

OF EMBASSY WOULD BENEFIT FROM BEING ABLE ENTER INTO FORMAL CONTACT. 

5. AS THIS MESSAGE BEING DRAFTED, EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN APPROACHED 
ON RECOGNITION QUESTION. 

6. FYI: ACCORDING FRENCH CHARGE, POLICY OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS TO 
RECOGNIZE COUNTRY AND NOT SPECIFIC GOVERNMENT. HE HAS SENT MESSAGE 
TO PARIS REQUESTING VERIFICATION HIS UNDERSTANDING. 

MATTSON 


SECRET 
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